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Photo 1

« “Little New York,” a neighborhood in the West Side that was,
at one point, comparable to inner-city areas such as the Bronx

(A).

This area continues to be known as a “rougher” area, but 1s in
a much better condition than it was previously. Many of the
housing units have also been renovated and new additions
have been made 1n efforts to improve the area (B).

This photo shows a complex that many families live in and
represents a social structure that seems to be improving, but
still has a way to go (C).







Photo 2

 Mary C. Snow West Side Elementary School, a relatively
new building that serves a population of impoverished
students and continues to test poorly in all areas (A).

This photo represents the importance of education in
breaking the cycle of poverty, thereby representing hope

(B).

It also causes one to wonder how many years it will be
before the testing scores begin to change, and to ponder
the many factors, beyond education, that need to change
to open more doors for children to find a way out of

poverty (C).







Photo 3

Florida Street 1s well known for crime activity, primarily
illegal drug use (A).

This photo represents the unfortunate reality of some of
the areas of the West Side, concerning crime activity (B).

I would like to obtain crime rate statistics of this area
over the last few years and talk with residents to
determine the “real story” this photo tells. It 1s my hope,
however that crime rates have declined and that soon this
picture will also represent hope and progress (C).






Photo 4

« The Patrick Street Station is a relatively new power
station (A).

It 1s my understanding that it took an unusual
amount of time for the previous power station to be
replaced, one that was unreliable and often caused
residents to be without power after the smallest of
storms (B).

This photo represents the unnecessary difficulty
citizens have in obtaining basic rights (C).
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Photo 5

* Dem 2 Brothers 1s well known in Kanawha County
for their delicious barbecues (A).

This establishment 1s owned and operated by an
individual who was raised in the West Side, had a
successful football career, before returning to
Charleston to start a this business (B).

This photo represents the talent born in the West
Side, the potential of its residents, and the love they
have for their hometown (C).
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Photo 5

e Grace Bible Church 1s church in the West Side that has a
vision to see the West Side as the thriving community it
once was (A).

The members of this church understand the people and
needs of the area. They have been given a vision and the
faith to follow through with their task, as they work with
endurance toward the goal of serving and intervening in
the lives of their neighbors (B).

Grace Bible Church represents love, hope, vision and
progress (C).




