Exhibitions, Video, and GIS Maps:
“Imagining the West Side: Constructing Health through the Built Environment”
 The panels and graphics for the Exhibition were produced by Tyler Williams a
graphic designer living in Parkersburg, West Virginia.
 The GIS maps were produced by Matthew Purtill, second author of the paper, a
lecturer at SUNY Freedonia Geosciences Department, with an expertise in Prehistoric
Archaeology, and graduate of West Virginia University in Geography at the time of
this project.
 The photos, captions, and reflections from the medical students, faculty, and
neighborhood residents along with the GIS maps were curated into an
exhibition.
 The video recorded interviews and photos with the medical school and communitybased participants were edited into a forty-minute video at
https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/faculty_publications/1104


The exhibition and video served to:
o Demonstrate how medical students and faculty members integrated concepts
about the West Side community as a place that shaped the lives of its’
members whom they saw in the health clinics;
o Integrate the voices of vulnerable groups into public policy decision-making; and
o Shed light on the built environment and population health status of those
that lived on the west side of Charleston, West Virginia.

Three Exhibitions Venues and Dates
o West Virginia University, Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center April 10-27,
2017: a guided tour by the lead researcher and panel discussion featuring WVU
School of Medicine Charleston students and faculty plus community members.
o West Virginia University, Downtown Campus Library August 7-31, 2017
o Lecture and Exhibition: Marcy C. Snow Elementary Charleston, West
Virginia September 11-14th, 2017
Gazette News Article: Photos: West Side project unveiled at Charleston
school September 12, 2017
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/photos-west-side-project-unveiled-atcharleston- school/article_3c1059d7-2fe9-508f-919e-d2b3a77c4de3.html

Poster for Exhibition at West Virginia University Health Sciences Center

Press Release
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Downtown Campus Library hosts ‘Imagining the West Side’ exhibit, tour and
talk in conjunction with Campus Read programming

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. – West Virginia University Libraries and the WVU School of
Public Health are collaborating on an exhibit and talk that examines the impact of
socio- economic factors on health issues and connects with the University’s 20172018 Campus Read title, Hidden Figures. Hidden Figures tells the story about three
African- American women at NASA—two from West Virginia—and their experience
with discrimination in mid-twentieth century America.
Imagining the West Side: Constructing Health through the Built Environment, on
display at the Downtown Campus Library Atrium Aug. 7-31, presents a 21st century
account of marginalization, population health, economic development and geography
specifically with regard to Charleston, W.Va.’s West Side. Dr. Lauri Andress, whose
work is visualized in Imagining the West Side exhibition, will provide a narrated tour of
the exhibition at 11 a.m. Aug. 24 starting in the DCL Atrium.
“Today health is determined by where we live work and play. But what happens to the
health of groups when their community, after years of disinvestment and neglect, is
finally restored but the residents can no longer afford the costs to live there?” asks
Andress, an assistant professor in the Department of Health Policy, Management,
and Leadership in the WVU School of Public Health.
Andress explains: “Imagining the West Side explores an overlooked form of
discrimination that happens when stigmatized groups are marginalized through
geography starting with limitations on places where they are allowed to buy
property, followed by decades of community neglect and disinvestment, and ending
with economic development that transforms the space into a place where the
residents are slowly, culturally and economically priced out and displaced by higher
income residents.”
Incorporating participatory photoanalytics, GIS mapping, and video with an aim of
integrating the voices of vulnerable groups into public policy decision-making, the
exhibit sheds light on the built environment and population health status of
Charleston’s west side. Community members and WVU School of Medicine students
provided photos and narratives. The exhibition closes with suggested policy solutions
to help ensure equitable development.
Following the exhibit tour, comments will be delivered by two individuals who have
first- hand experience with Charleston’s West Side, Pastor Matthew Watts, CEO of
HOPE Community Development Corporation (CDC), and David Fryson, a Vice
President for West Virginia University and head of the Division of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion.
Pastor Watts is senior pastor of Grace Bible Church on the West Side, and founded
HOPE Community Development Corporation, with the mission of empowering the
residents on the West Side through spiritual renewal, education, training,
employment, and economic development.
The presentation is part of WVU Campus Read programming as it relates to the
health of marginalized individuals like the women in Hidden Figures and the
residents of

Charleston and beyond. An exhibition video is available online. The exhibit is
jointly facilitated by the WVU School of Public Health, WVU Libraries, and the
West Virginia Clinical and Translational Science Institute, and supported in
part by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences.
Cutline: Dr. Andress giving a tour at the spring exhibition at the WVU Health
Sciences Center.
-WVU-mm/07/28/17

Exhibition Schematic

Exhibition Panels

West Virginia University, Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center April
10-27, 2017
Background Panel

The Exhibition explored three ideas of how “place” shapes the health of the people that inhabit that
space. Through the use of photography the exhibition becomes a less abstract and more distinct
depiction of a policy problem and the potential solutions as expressed by the study participants. The
project put cameras in the hands of community residents plus West Virginia University medical
students in Charleston. The participants took photos of the West Side and wrote about the significance
of those photos.

Theme 1 and 2
Photos and Captions from Community Members and Mapped Data Describing the West Side

In the case of the exhibition all photos and descriptive captions were first reveiwed by an
external party, a graphic artist, who did not particpate in the photanlytic workshops. This
graphic artist placed photos into thematic categories. The lead researcher (LA) than reviewed
the graphic artists’ coding of the photos in comaprison to themes generated during the second
community meeting of the study particapnts when they reviewed photos in April 2016.
Themes were added, modified, and color coded by the lead researcher. The photos were then
placed into the exhibiton using color coded themes (Photo 1):
 Education/yellow
 Infrastructure/gray
 Hazard/pink
 Economic Prosperity/dark green
 Physical Activity/light green,
 Hope/red

 Housing/blue

Theme 2
Mapped Data and Photos, Narratives of Medical Students

Mapping Inequities And The Perspectives Of Medical School Faculty And Students
The Exhibition considered how we practice medicine in the United States and define health in light of
the places that our bodies in habit. .By placing maps side by side, it is possible to see how
neighborhoods compare to one another in key characteristics thought to be associated with population
health. Maps can illustrate the target area and are particularly helpful when they show economic,
social, and health trends across block groups or other neighborhood boundaries. For example, the fact
that in some regions with higher rates of poverty there is more crime, fewer jobs, and higher rates of
disease. In this case neighborhood mapping is used to examine the community features, facts, and
characteristics in west Charleston that may influence health outcomes. The maps reveal significant
inequalities between the West Side and Charleston. In general, West Side indicators of demographic,
economic, social, housing, and neighborhood characteristics significantly lag behind those same
indicators for Charleston.

Theme 2 and 3

Photos and Captions from Medical Students, Gentrification and Community Development

The Paradox of Redeveloping Low-Wealth Communities-Displacement Vs. Health
A government’s decisions on where to put infrastructure, transit, affordable housing, and other
resources are often social and political decisions as opposed to fact based, data driven decisions. New
investments can have positive impacts on neighborhood residents and health by providing
opportunities for affordable housing, shopping, high quality schools, and infrastructure such as
sidewalks, parks, and green space.
Places that tend to be older, with high poverty rates, low wages, high unemployment, and mostly
multi- family or rental housing face a quandary in the effort to redevelop their community. The price
of redevelopment to achieve healthy amenities can lead to gentrification, displacement, and
unhealthy consequences.
Suggested Policy Solutions
To prevent displacement and ensure equitable development, policymakers might commit to a
shared vision and code of ethics for equitable public investment - a set of principles that guide
decisions, maintain the integrity of city planning and hold elected officials accountable.
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